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If a gadol hador or a great person was niftar, it is permitted for
one to be maspid him in the shul or beis medrash. There are differing
opinions whether the aron should be brought in. The custom
seems to be lenient in this regard .®

There is a custom to distribute schnapps and cake in shul when
one has yahrizeit. Some say this should not be done since eating
and drinking are prohibited in a shul.” However, the custom is to
permit this.? Harav Yaakov Kamenetsky zt"l explained the reason
as follows: Some say the source to give out ['chaim and cake in the
morning is because years ago, there was a widespread custom fto
fast on the day one had yahrtzeit, but one was able to redeem
himself from fasting by providing a seudah to the poor. When one
offers I'chaim and cake in shul, there are sometimes those who
hadn't had breakfast yet because they are on the way to work, so
in essence it is a seudah for “deprived” people - which is a mitzvah
and thus permitted in a shul.”

A fundraising dinner is permitted to be held in a shul because it
is for the benefit of the shul. Similarly, other functions which are for
the benefit of the shul may also be performed in a shul."® Of

6. Harav Yisroel Belsky zt"l, see Rambam Hilchos Tefillah 11:7, Shulchan Aruch Y.D.
344:19-20, Chachmas Adam 155:18, Melamed L'ho'll 106, Rav Poalim 4:39, Mishnah
Berurah 10, Aruch Hashulchan 3, Teshuvos V'hanhagos 1:688 and 4, page 320, Pnei
Baruch 3, footnote 15, Pe'er Hador 77, Gesher Hachaim 13:2, Halichos Shlomo Tefillah
19:3, Beis Yehudah pages 113-117, footnote 32, Yabea Omer Y.D. 7:31, Yalkut Yosef
151:21, Mishkan Dovid pages B6-88.

7. Sdei Chemed Beis Haknesses 40, page 241, Kaf Hachaim 63, opinion of Harav Benzion
Abba Shaul zt"l quoted in Birchas Naftali 2, page 122, footnote 10.

8. Orchos Chaim (Spinka) 151:11, page 56, Keren Dovid 37, page 49b, Igros Moshe O.C.
1:45, Yalkut Yosef 151:4, footnote 7, Doleh U'mashkeh page 101. Refer to Mishkan
Dovid 2:23, footnote 52.

9, Asexplained by Harav Yisroel Belsky zt™1.

10. Harav Yisroel Belsky zt"l quoting the opinlon of Harav Yaakov Kamenetsky zHl.

Respect for a Shul —~ 39
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